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PIPA Recommended Practices
are not Regulation



U.S. Department of Transportation
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration



U.S. Department of Transportation
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration

Pipeline Incident Data Trends
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Transmission Pipelines and 
Land Use Planning

• Land use planning and 
development can have a direct 
impact on pipeline safety by 
putting people in close proximity to 
transmission pipelines.

• PIPA recommended practices can 
enhance pipeline safety through 
communication of risk information 
for land use planning and property 
development near transmission 
pipelines. 
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PIPA Report
www.PIPA-Info.com

Discussion Areas

• Stakeholders

• Transmission pipeline 
benefits and risks

• Recommended practice

• Appendices including 
model ordinances and 
technical information 

s
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PIPA Recommended Practices
Identified with/directed to stakeholders:

• Local Government
• Property Developer / Owner
• Transmission Pipeline Operator
• Real Estate Commission

Categorized to be implemented by stakeholder:
• Baseline (BL) –in preparation for future land use and development. 
(7 for local government)

• New Development (ND) –when specific new land use and 
development projects are proposed. (22 for local government)
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Examples - Recommended Practices - Local Government
BL01 Obtain Transmission Pipeline Mapping Data

BL04 Adopt Transmission Pipeline Consultation Zone Ordinance

BL06 Implement New Development Planning Areas around Transmission 
Pipelines

BL14 Participate to Improve State Excavation Damage Prevention Programs

ND08 Collaborate on Alternate Use and Development of Transmission Pipeline 
Right‐of‐Way

ND11 Reduce Transmission Pipeline Risk through Design and Location of New 
Parking Lots and Parking Structures

ND12 Reduce Transmission Pipeline Risk through Design and Location of New 
Roads

ND23 Consider Site Emergency Response Plans in Land Use Development
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ND11 Reduce Transmission Pipeline Risk 
through Design and Location of New Parking 

Lots and Parking Structures 
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ND08 Collaborate on Alternate Use and 
Development of Transmission Pipelin

Right-of-Way
e 
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Pipeline Risk?
What are the potential risks to 

building next to a pipeline?

For general discussion see, Building 
Safe Communities: Pipeline Risk and 
its Application to Local Development 
Decisions

For specific information, communicate 
with the operator.

Early communication among 
stakeholders is key to successful 
risk-informed planning.
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PIPA Website

www.PIPA-Info.com

http://www.PipelineInformedPlanning.com
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PIPA Communications Team

• PIPA Communications Team developed plans for 
communicating and encouraging adoption and 
implementation of the PIPA recommended practices 

• Encourages all stakeholders to begin consideration of the 
recommended practices.
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Communities Implementing PIPA 
Recommended Practices

Grants

2009

2010 
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• Purpose: to make grants to local communities and 
organizations for technical assistance related to pipeline 
safety issues

• Technical assistance is defined as engineering or other 
scientific analysis of pipeline safety issues

• Funding can also be used to promote public participation in 
official proceedings pertaining to pipeline safety

• Awardees must make findings available to relevant 
operators and foster open communication between 
interested parties

Federal Technical Assistance Grants 
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2012 TAGs
• Solicitation will be posted Dec.- Jan. 2011/close Feb. 2012

• Awards to be made by September 2012

• Sign up for alerts on http://www.grants.gov to be notified 
when the solicitation is published

• Please help PHMSA spread the word
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http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/tag
2011 TAGs will be posted Dec./Jan.



U.S. Department of Transportation
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration



U.S. Department of Transportation
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration

Thanks for your time and interest in 
pipeline safety!

Julie Galante
Senior Program Manager
Program Development

DOT/PHMSA

http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/

Questions?


